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E-zine by Ahrvid Engholm, ahrvid@hotmail.com for EAPA, but thish also for the Worldcon
Order Of Faneds and a few other innocent victims, due to interesting - | hope you think so! -
sf&fandom history stuff. BTW, follow @SFJournalen's newstweets from Nordic
sf/fantasy/horror/fandom on Twitter! 42 years of covering fanews. Do typo distancing and
don't leave your eyetracks around! Early August 2020.

CORONIALLY

In last issue | covered the amazing movie "Space Invasion of Lapland”. It so happens that I'm now
sitting in a cottage in Lapland writing this! Corona's fault. For Lapland trips | hitch a ride with my
brother. This year he intended to go to Switzerland with my sporting nephew on a little training camp,
but just days before leaving the Swiss decided Swedes - despite corona figures now in single digits -
must quarantine to get in. So he went for Lapland instead and | joined. We have our late grandma's
house here in the little village Bellvik (see map). As | covered my Lapland trips 2018 and 2019 in #75
and #87 and in #98 the "Space Invasion of Lapland" flick (map shows where much of it was shot) |
don't feel a pressing urge to write more now about Lapland. Ask me for those issues if you're
interested. Not much is happening here anyway, except we saw a reindeer by the roadside today.
Lapland feels far from the corona scare. Mosquitoes are a bigger annoyance!

Instead there'll be more history stuff from the Stockholm Royal Library newspaper archive, as in the
last few issues. The Swedish national library temporarily let their digitised newspaper archive be
open on-line for two months this spring- usually you go there and sit by a terminal - to compensate
for the library being corona-closed. So | spent a lot of time researching sf, fandom and related stuff
from old newspapers, thousands ot them from the 1600s and on, totalling 80+ million pages. (Their
OCR doesn't work well on the really old-style old-style typefaces, which limits the scope. Texts
T become readable from the 1800s and on.) | feel it's my duty to

; sf&fandom history to report interesting stuff found!

As usual, | reproduce the articles as illos which Nordic readers can
read (just magnify, though it may be a bit blurry - | must limit the file
_...size!) and for other readers I'll make translations and/or summaries of
essential parts. | hope you like it. Some of the material is rather
unique, which is the reason I'll mail expand distribution a little, also to
.-« WOOF. | also want to make a plug for the oldest electronic APA
around. New members welcomed! If you have something mildly
interesting to say, know your way around a keyboard and find the
-|"Save as PDF" command in your word processor - join! It's free.

-~ Contact me or OE garth.van.spencer@gamil.com if you have any

questlons.

" But first some corona notes. | know it's boring beyond belief, but the
Sssiisworld having a bit of a crazy apocalypse can't pass without comments.

BeS|des old Sweden has an interesting take on the virus..

--Ahrvid Engholm
LIES, DAMN LIES & CORONA STATISTICS
You should be very careful when using statistics. That's especially true when it comes to the corona
situation. For instance: the number of "confirmed cases" is most of all only a measure of how much
you have tested, and the number of fatalities relies heavily on your definition of "corona death" and
the reporting practices, which vary widely from country to country. Not to mention that the figures are
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The New Pork imes in many cases doctored (no pun intended) for political
Sweden Has Become the World'’s reasons. For instance, | find it very likely that the real figures

Cautionary Tale Mot exactlytrwe.. for China and Russia are much higher than the official ones
ifii?ﬁ;ﬁ :iiﬁi;ﬁiﬁfzﬁ ;ngﬁ:;z;df: - to make the communist party and Putin, respectively, look
red flag as the United States and Britain move to lift lockdowns. Detter. And the US is a mess, with 50 states all doing their

» .0WnN races, and elections coming up in which politicians
want to shine. And the US health system is so fractured that
#ithe figures probably miss a lot, like corona fatalities at
$home, in institutions, among immigrants, the uninsured. (We

- == “Lax-iknow that NY state at one point had to add many thousands
to their statistics, when they reallsed all they had missed. And there're 49 other states!)

When | see articles like the one in New York Times | just sigh...a gross exaggeration, shallow
analysis and misrepresentation. It may come from the urge to vindicate the local much stricter
measures. New York had a very tough lockdown. As | have noted before, the Swedish epidemic
results while not being the "best" have been unexcitingly average. And that's without a lockdown!
More than half a dozen nations have done much worse, all of them more or less incarcerating the
entire population. And for fatalities it seems US as a whole, Brazil and others are on their way to
overtake Sweden's modest averageness. Our Nordic neighbours have been struck milder, but that's
in all likelihood due to having a minimal initial spread of the virus. Sweden have more immigrants and
had school breaks late February, early March and millions travelled abroad. To this we have that
Swedish figures are likely very inflated, counting mostly deaths with the virus, not from it.

Economic and other secondary damages, while not absent will at least be much milder here. The
Swedish economy is calculated to shrink by 6-7% - mostly because important export markets are hit
badly - which is half or less than half of the figures for most other industrial nations. And in the UK
medical experts calculate that there will be 50 000 excess deaths in cancer, due to cancelled or
delayed diagnostics and treatments. That's more for cancer alone - other diseases uncounted - than
the presently ca 45 000 British corona fatalities! Lockdowns have effects on unemployment, domestic
violence, mental health and suicides, depression, drug use and alcohol... Some of that will come here
too, but I'm sure not being a prisoner in your home for three months is helpful. Very helpful, in fact!

The only reliable corona death statistics are what is called "excessive deaths". Statisticians have
noted that death figures for the same periods of a year are strikingly similar every year. As people are
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elther alive or dead, W|thout room for dlfference of op|n|on on causes, any variations can be ascrlbed
to external factors - as the corona epidemic in this case. See the graph from
https://www.euromomo.eu/graphs-and-maps

Sweden lies on the same level as lockdown-Switzerland, though effects lasted a little longer, and is
way, way below lockdown-Spain and lockdown-England. At the epidemic's spike the excessive
deaths in Sweden was 13% above normal, while a bit slower to subside it just means tackling things
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earlier and most likely having much less trouble later. The present figure in July is in fact within the
limits if normal variations, ie the excessive deaths are as for a normal flu. | made a little calculation of
Swedish excess deaths March-June, and found them to be ca 1800 rather than the official figure of
5400. It seems media and many papers have got things wrong. If

Google translate works see https://translate.google.com/translate? 4
sl=sv&tl=en&u=https % 3A%2F %2Fwww.freelists.org%2F post%2F skriva :
%2F Starkt-verdrivna-coronasiffror-tycks-det You need to subtract 65% 'f :
from Swedish corona deaths to get deaths from not just with the virus,
if the excessive death numbers are correct. "Cautionary tale"? Really?
This New York paper wants to comfort its readers, who were locked up .
for three months in an overreaction to a virus can't eradicate, only : . (0
temporarily slow down. We now hear about regions, states and ' 1 _ :
countries being forced to go back into lockdown. They suppressed the 115 corona Knigh of Gotland!
virus so hard that immunity became minimal, freed quarantine

prisoners invaded bars and beaches, and the little bugger just bounced back. Chances are that won't
happen here and there's no lockdown to go "back" to. Note though, we should wait 1-2 years until the
corona bug is gone, to finally evaluate what did and didn't work and what real numbers are.

On the latest twice-weekly press conference - daily ones are deemed unnecessary - state
epidemiologist Dr Anders Tegnell said that Sweden can now count on a comfortable level of herd
immunity, due to what is called T-cell immunity. That's from the fast, general immune system, which
however doesn't leave or rely on anti-bodies. He also estimated (a seasoned scientist, fighting
viruses in Africa etc for many years!) that those having had the virus will be immune for at least six
months. But next Nobel banquet will be cancelled. The separate price ceremony may be without an
audience, but it's not clear yet. It's mostly due to that the infection status of all international guest may
be uncertain. Most Swedes will be OK, probably long before the Nobel Day in December.

Dr Tegnell has earlier explained that the Swedish measures have always been the usual ones
based on experience: hand hygiene, social distancing, don't visit the elderly, stay at home if the
slightest ill (work from home if possible), close schools only for older students, and so on. Locking up
people is unnecessary, maybe useful only in extreme cases for short periods so that the medical
systems can prepare. Masks are a tricky thing. The effects of them
are actually questionable, since they may give a false sense of
security. They won't stop you at all from getting infected (Nota
Bene!) and while they may stop sneeze droplets, it is much worse if
they make you forget keeping distancing and even to go out on town
when you don't feel 100% healthy.

The Swedish strategy have always been the standard for fighting
an epidemic, but then "the rest of the world suddenly became crazy,"
Dr Tegnell said. But politicians wanted to show "strength", fooled by
faulty epidemic models since proved wrong. Result: economy and
people's non-virus related health suffer a disastrous blow.

An odd end note. Since i's still important to wash your hands, keep
your distance to others and so on, the wonderful Baltic island of
Gotland, a popular vacation destination, has found a new method to

- _ remind visitors: medieval knights! They have recruited a local
RIP Jean-Pierre "Laigle" Moumon medieval re-enactment society to move around in their armour, on
1947-2020, heart attack. French sf R their horses, and remind people about the virus:

expert, enthusiast, good friend from "Keep twain cubits away, Sire, or the Black Death will fall upon
many sf cons. Adieu, mon ami! »
you!
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Time to go back in time, to the old scriptures in the form of the highly intelligent newspapers and their
hard-working reporters! Once more, some findings from the newspaper archive of the Royal Library
in Stockholm. What marvels will be unearthed? What old mysteries will be unraveled? Will there be
the secret recipe for corflu? Will we learn who sawed Courtney's boat? Come along and find out!
First a little thing | can't remember seeing at the time it was published. | wrote an editorial in the
Nova SF magazine in 1985, with advice to sf authors. Morning paper Dagens Nyheter commented

upon it April 13, 1985:

ADVICE TO SF WRITERS. "To you who write", writes editor Ahrvid
Engholm in an editorial in the latest issue of sf magazine Nova. It
seems Nova gets a lot of short stories from its readers, and
Engholm has in this issue decided to give some advice to his
enthusiastic but perhaps not so accomplished submitters. It's a nice
little article by a seasoned but still optimistic editor. Engholm has to
start from scratch: You must write with cleaned types... The advices
are wise and constructive: most must be re-written - try to spell
correctly - the start is important. Ahrvid Engholm is also a friend of
the logical ending. Most claimed surprise endings are far from
surprising. And he ask readers to avoid endings where "the sun
turns into a nova", a giant explosion that ends both characters and
plots. "A good sf author only lets the sun explode when it's needed”,

Ré&d till en sf—férfattare-.lf 17

"TILL DIG SOM SKRIVER" skriver redaktor Ahrvid Engholm en
ledare i senaste numvet av sciencefictiontidningen Nova.
Tydligen far Nova in en méngd noveller fran sina lasare, ochi i
detta nummer har Engholm beslutat firmedla ndgra rid till sina
entusiastiska men kanske inte alltid sa trinade bidragsgivare.
Det &r en fin liten artikel, skriven av luttrad men fortfarande
optimistisk redakttr. Engholm far barja fran seratch: "Du méste
skriva maskin med rengjorda typer..." 3
Raden dr kloka och konstruktiva: det mesta maste skrivas om —
forsok stava ritt — borjan dr viktig.
Akrvid Engholm talar sig ocksé varm for det logiska slutet; de
flesta férment Gverraskande slut dr allt annat 4n Gverraskande.
Och han védjar till ldsarna att undvika slut "dér solen blir en
nova', och i en jatte-explosion gor slui p4 bade personer och intrig,
“En bra sf-férfattare later bara solen explodera nir det behdvs”,

framhaller Engholm.

Engholm maintains.”

MARTEN BLOMKVIST

Well, | think | can still stand behind all of that. | sound like a very experienced author, though | at the
time had only had two short stories published in Jules Verne Magasinet (and a handful in fanzines). |
had of course been writing for many years. | think | must have submitted my first story attempt to
Sam J Lundwall of JVM around 1978 or something. | have always written short story fiction, beside
writing non-fiction articles and books, fanzine pieces and all kinds of stuff, even poetry. Over the
years I've had an estimated 100+ short stories published professionally or semi-professionally (the
difference is sometimes academic....) and have always been interested in the art of writing. | have
written an unpublished book on writing short stories (I'm not satisfied with it, it needs polishing, so |
haven't tried it with any publisher) and had the writers' E-mail list SKRIVA running since 1997. | don't
have an enormous output, maybe only 2-4 short stories per year and it's only short stories. | have
only written half a novel (the infamous heavy tuckerised crime fiction parody Brotherhood of Blood,

hacked out during a weekend together with David Nessle, who wrote the other half)
novellas. | like short fiction best.

But enough about me. Beside writing . "
and fiction, much around science fiction Manraket fOI’SkElI:dI‘Ol’H

is about space. And I'm not really { . k 1 ff .

surprised that it's the topic the first time _ 0.1 1'35 P anetoriensyy
Arthur C "EgO“ Clarke is mentioned in Tel ar lankbart ait rvssana blir de fi'rrshlU:;nlLS;iDIE:;l 1:’|1|;h|fm~
SWGdlSh neWSpaperS We flnd a ShOf’t [) nen, De arbefar ilnil‘nhi\'f pi '[n'nj('kl[‘f: kanhinda med en

. . . triumferande rysk “ockupation” av planeten 1 sikte, pastar den
article in Dagens Nyheter again, May engelske velenskapsmannen Ariliur €, Clarke,

28 1950: Han baserar sin teori pa informa- |forskare, som satts i arbete pa pro-
tioner fran den vetenskapliga vérl- | jektet.

Moon rocket researcher's dream for den i Sovjef, bl. a. yppade i ryska!  Clarke fir den som leder engelska
facktidskrifter. Under de senaste [forskningar pa omradet, Han rik-

Russian planetary offensive.
It's possible the the Russians will be the
first to reach the Moon. They work

igen har ryssarna dessutom fatt for- |nar for egen del med att kunna

stirkning. av -Bore skiclligs tyska| Forts, sidan sez, spalt sez,

and a couple of

Manraket...
(Forts, fr. sid, 1)

{oreta méinresan inom 20 ar, beriit-
tar han, Korta utflykter i rymden
kommer att vara vardagsmat inom
tio ar, Rymdflygningen befinner sig
nu pi det stadium dir flygningen
hefann sig for 40 & sedan. Man
behéver “bara” femdubbla rake-
ternas hastighet till 40,000 kilome-
ter i timmen f6r att dvervinna jor-
dens dragningskraft och detta an-
ses inte lingre omojligt, Sedan tar
resan till ménen mindre &n fyra
dagar, allt enligt Clarkes optimis-
tiska berélkningar, i

intensively on that project, perhaps with a triumphant Russian ‘occupation’ of the planet as an aim, says the
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English scientist Arthur C Clarke. He bases his theory on information from the Soviet scientific world, eg stated
in Russian journals. During later years the Russians have also been augmented by several skilled German
scientists who are working on the project. Clarke is the one leading English research in the field. He counts on
that he himself will be able to take part in the first Moon trip within 20 years, he says. Short excursions into
space will be common within ten years. Space flight is now at the stage where ordinary flight was 40 years
ago. You "only" need to increase the speed of rocket fivefold to 40 000 km/h to conquer Earth's gravity, and
this is no longer considered impossible. And then the trip to the Moon will take less than four days, according
to Clarke's optimistic calculations.

For Arthur C himself hoping to get to the moon was a bit
optimistic, but otherwise he wasn't that far off in his
assessments. He was chairman of the British

Interplanetary Society which had made a detailed study of

how to build a British moon rocket (thus "leading English
research in then field"...). He was absolutely correct with

assuming that the Soviets would take the lead in the space

race early on. He must have had good sources.
Atomic bombs is also something sf authors have been

writing about, even before Hiroshima. Sweden also wanted

to catch that train, at least in the beginning, as we could
read in Soderhamns Tidning as early as November 16

1945...

AVEN SVERIGE KAN

tillverka atombomber

Omedelbart fore sin resa till London pd inhjudan av enpelska veten-
skapsakademin meddelade professor Manna Sieghahn 1 en infervim, utf
‘han sknlle vara i stind att gira en svensk atombomb inom en tid av tre

“‘manader,

AT har lifit frécan gi vidare till en av vira frimsty experter

pi springimnesomridet, och han stiller sig litet skeptisk fill professor
Eieghahns lofte om tre minader, men i gvriet bekriiftar han professorns

wiirande.

— Jag tarstar mte, varfor det skall
vars sa oerhort stdhej kring hemlig-
heten med  atombomben, sicer han.
Atombomhen Hr inzen hemlizhet och
har tillverkningen ay en sidan shall
ske dir kint av vetenskapsminpen i
hela vwirlden. Fér oss hdr i Sverige
skulle det endast pilla att £3 1 zing
en industri, som tog hand om tillverk-
ningen, och vi skulle kunna gora atom-
bomber pa lopande band.

— O¢h hor Mnee skulle det drija?

— Professor Sieghalns liffe om tre
manader kan naturligtvis endast célla
en'laboratorieprodukt, men 1 industriell
skala  skulle fillverkningen kunna
izfinsziftas  inom 1&f oss sdpa lika

mings dr. Ameriks ligger five hir, ty

i v . . o R 5 ) 4 ° . |
WHERNING: The text in this publication resembles English = but don

dir foreerades tillverkningen fram for
att fa ett snabbt kriessluf, men den
svenska expertisen hade kommit lika
lingt med problemet, det var hara
dess omsittande 1 praktiken, som di
det inte var aktuellt, fick ansfi.

—N#rra hinder for denna tillverk-
ning skulle alltsd om resurserna funces
inte fireligea. '

— Nej, men maskiner miste byzoas,
och  det tar hidr som inom all annan
tillverkning sin rundliga tid. Hur bom-
ben skall byeeas vet vi, och smirre de-
taljsporsmal som naturlighvis uppen-
hara siz, kommer vi att losa under
byrrandet. For den hiindelse nu etf
sidant blir av. i

] Rocket to the stars, according to artist "Lon"!

SWEDEN CAN ALSO MAKE ATOMIC BOMBS
Just before his trip to London, invited by the
English academy of science professor Manne
Siegbahn said in an interview that he'd be able
to make an atomic bomb within three months.
We have asked this question to one of our
foremost experts on explosives and he was
somewhat sceptical to professor Siegbahn's
promise about three months, but otherwise he
confirms what the professor says.

"I don't understand why the secret of the
atomic bomb should be such an issue," he
says. "The atomic bomb is no secret and how
one can be constructed is known by scientists
'in the whole world. For us in Sweden it would
Ionly be a matter of starting an industry to take
icare of production, and we could produce
atomic bombs in long lines.

"How long would it take?"
| "Professor Siegbahn's promise of three
months would only be a laboratory item, but in
on an industrial scale production could start
within the same number of years. America is in
the lead here, because the production was
speeded up there to reach an end of the war,
but Swedish experts could have reached just
as far, the problem only being to realise it in
practice, but as it wasn't needed it could wait.

"There wouldn't be any obstacles for this
production, as long as the resources where
there?"

"No, the machines must be built but it will as a

b e fidled!



lot of other production take some time. We know how the bomb shall be built, and other little details that
appears will be solved during construction. In case that will happen.”

Who this explosives expert is isn't said. It may be the case that the basic principles of creating an
atomic chain reaction was known to a lot of scientists, but it seems the guy underestimates the
problems with obtaining U235 or handling plutonium... Building atomic bombs in three months! It
sounhds like it's just being some sort of firecrackers.

And it was already from the beginning clear how these firecrackers were to be used: you'd put them
on rockets and throw them half-way into space to hit the cities and industries of the enemy. As said in
this article in Dagens Nyheter, November 12 1945:

PHANTOM WEAPONS FOR USA

Atomic projectiles from "space ships" F A N TOM VA P EN F OR U S A

The head of the US Air Force, general

Arnold, says that the US Air Force should At l t l
have such an efficient spying and 0 m p I' 0] e { 1 e E.
intelligence organisation that they in
peace time can make complete and
modern plans for destroying cities and il‘ all I. ym dSk ep p
industrial and military objects in any
possible enemy state with atomic bombs
and other weapons. This is evident from
the general’s official report to the war
secretary Paterson regarding US Air
Force 1945 operations. "V2 is a weapon
type ideal for transporting atomic
explosives, since it would be very difficult B e e
, . AR r 5
Aol wites. T any defonce s [AANEE Ul BEL S I
developed against such projectiles which Bperationer under ir 1945, "2 & e
moveswith 4500 km/h, we must be ready | JP-E S8 ;?{mdiﬁ':f:;ﬁ; ;ﬁﬂ‘;}; “ﬁtifi
to launch it from closer to target, give it @ sorm  det  skulle bli yhterst sviet att |
shorter flight time and make it more Erambringa nagot effektivt forsvar mot
difficult to discover and destroy. We must <5 " Armold PROD HE
be ready to launch it from unexpected dona projeltiler som rhr sig med en
directions. That can b e done with real — hastighel av 4800 1“? i t‘“““ﬁm mitsia
'space ships' that can operate from ';111‘?21“7:;&2 a;t e 1;1%;“;1;;;_&
outside Earth's atmosphere. It is already ach siea dem svirare att uppticka ochi| ] s

now almost possible to construct such ~ fomsitza, Vi misie var edo aff sin-{
da i vig dem ffin ovintade rikbnin-

CT aﬂs’, and gar. Detta kan giras med verkliga

Mtechnical  *rymdelepp’, mmr Iran opererad tetan- |l

for jordens atmeosfEr, Det dr redan nw| g

research ndstan mojlipt att konstriera r,:tda_ﬂd._ s,
will certainly skepp, och den telmiska forskmngeni
be able to  lkommer sikert att kunna gira r:lf:*I
do it within mem averskadlig framtid,” i
|

|

TT fr, Retiter. WASHINGTON, sindag

Chﬂf-én fior Forenta staternas ﬂ}rgvapen, g&nﬂral Arnold, anser att

det amerikanska flyget hor ha ett sd effeltivt spioneri- och nnders

rittelseviisen som méjligt och under fredstid forfoga Gver full-

standiga och moderna planer pa att med atomabomber och andra

vapen forstora alla stratﬂgm[rt vﬂmga stiider samt industriella
och militiira anliigeningar i varje tinkbar :Elendestal.’..

';_,»

/il ’de/

Generalen dislkuterar oppet majlig=!
foreseeable heten aw ett mytt krig aoch skiver:
B ture.” The “Med nuvarande uirusining kan en

fientlig flvemalet utan foregiende var-
general ning paszera alla tidigare fdnkita fir-
openly -

discusses the possibility of a new war and writes: "With the present equipment an
enemy air power may without prior warning penetrate all perceivable defences."

SRRANEE - i

In previous issues I've talked about Sture Lonnerstrand (1919-1999), a
pioneer of Swedish sf. Other pioneer were the Semitjovs, in fact two
pioneers, the father author Vladimir and his son author and space
journalist Eugen (whom | knew very well). The Semitjovs fled Russia after
o Ithe revolution and came to Sweden after a complicated journey through eg
VladimirSemitjov's first (rather ~ Turkey. Vladimir Semitjov (1882-1939) wrote fine sf novels and lots of

good!) sfnovel from 1936. ghort stories and articles in Swedish magazines and newspapers, of all
When the title refers to "mil", it's

the "Swedish mile" = 10 km.
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biider  iexthidrag  ire

Jocke ech Nicke dka skidor ofier
bund, — Pello ok Ekiao gim
kemiska oxperiment. — Kreoble Enopp
| eeRffar &2 kKufin for mpekel. — Riome
| dr dekior.

Deesutom  "24=05", ¢z framntdsa
faztasl &v WL Bemflior, "Truasl-
proatsa”, en folkbvasitldring av 1. B
Bull, Typgilt pi Ewropas radiostatio-
nar ook demas resp. wAglingdar, Eor-
ordexior m, m.

~ types but much of it science fiction. Eugen Semitjov (1923-1987), born in Sweden
after the family had arrived, first became an accomplished illustrator, working for Jules
) ':_ Verne Magasinet and then creating the sf comics Allan Kampe published in several

. countries. Then he became an author and space journalist, writing about the coming
- space age long before it became a reality, finally winning the Grand Prize of
- Journalism, a Swedish Pulitzer, for his fine material.

One of the first examples of Vladimir's activities | find is from an advert in Aftonbladet
March 10 1926, for #11 of the magazine Allt fér alla, which says the issue will have
the story by "WL" (sic!) Semitjov named "24-25, a future fantasy". This is about the
same time the genre got going in the US with the start of Amazing Stories - so
Vladimir was early on to it. The ad also mentions that the magazine will have
"information about Europe's radio stations and their wavelengths"
technology, the “wireless "Internet” of its time. | can't find Valdimir's story, since the
newspaper archive doesn't cover magazines. But | found for instance the short story
"Avatism", a Dr Jekyll Mr Hyde tale of sorts, by him in Aftonbladet, August 27 1933,

- the new futuristic

which you'll find on next full page. (It's a challenge to run it. The original is a full tabloid page, but here
it has to be reproduced smaller, which makes the text extra blurry... Too long to summarise, sorry.) Sf
historian Bertil Falk has through the years collected many of Vladimir's short stories and estimates he

Tules Verniad.

ALADIMIR SEJ]J’IT}OV.'
600,000 mid ¢ parldsrgmden,
Jamr och Kultur, Pris 3: 25,

D on pysx-zvenske forfattoren Viodi-
mir- Semitpow har roat sig med att shri-
viuen medern vapistion ph Jubes Vemnes
ramla "Resan till mbnon". | Semitinv
adfer elg emelerti@ inte med minen.
Han fér zins pasmpernre bdde thll
Venus nch Macs med en sjglvkEachet
snm inte kiinner nﬁgluu tobpiska mi-
righeter. Den [antasliska  fdrfsttoren
var ocksd § unga Ar ingenjir borta i
it Potershurg. Han kan sin virlds-
rvmd ach sn Pysik, men ger sip &nda
aldrip fae djupt in i farklaringar om
bur det egentligen fie mifllgt att dok-
1or Slecnbarng  23]lemma jattetorped
fean k"'!la‘f-l = ddr mellan planedsrma.
Dotta fir en sido av Seealths slycks
sub  dvenfyrsfiiefallare, han  stoppac
aldelg upp sin bandling wed kvasitek-
niskt smusfienufl, ban liter den lapa
friski undan | sthedlgt nva Svenlyr.
En annain ficdel hos denne fiventyrahe.
siillare #r cokad hans fullstindiga fei-
het fedn den vanllgn . bonala kéeleke-
histarien. Hir & allt diventyr och
spinning.

“AF 000 ml] b ovacldsomden™ ke
darfar vara en uemarkt pojkboeis; bland
et wyenalp Hventyesbicksr som Rom-
milt ui de soonste Aeen be den oched
ganska unik. Man fir wvare med omy
hur det kiions ald g vilse pd mibnen
med luft kvar | sin andoing=pparat
[dr 24 fleease, man fae upplevs on
vildsam skngshrand ra Venus — dirc
griiset ir ljushlate — en gansha alusly
himlukropp {6r cesten, dir man stiin-
dipl lispse rhek atl stida ibhop med sliike-
tingar I jordens numera Jecklighels
ulddida dinosaurusar, och 11 slst farc
man & inblick 1 kulturtirdaller pa
Mars, dar praletatiatet wecklipen tyeks
T el hipst beklapansvirt stillt, d5
averklnasen tedur wid dess fidesl oee-
rerar bort cedlexbonsfiymaman hog det.
Med en blinknine &t dem fldre lisarcn
ronsiatersr Bemlljow far ceslen fwen
bur mare [Ge lhngesmdan fofael en Ll
viteclighet micnde fodelsphontrell, Seen
tnan ludie, dr "M3.000000 mil" intc bare
full av Tanlagiviks, spéEnnonde fiventyr,
utan orksA aw mifnga nya, whedefibls
applyeningar for Jisazen.

Ab.

must have written hundreds of them!

His Swedish Wikipedia page also mentions around 15 books, some apparently
mainstream, some non-fiction but also the sf novels - and | translate the titles -
430 000 000 km through Space (see ill), Towards Fading Suns and The Lost
Aeroplane (https://sv.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vladimir_Semitjov if you can make out the
Swedish text). As he was an engineer by trade it's no wonder he was interested in
science, space and such things. He for instance also wrote the non-fiction book
How the Universe is Arranged.

A review of 430 000 000 km Through Space is worth looking into, a rather
appreciative piece from Dagens Nyheter, November 19 1963, "Jules Verniade".
Some excerpts:

He knows his space and physics, but doesn't go into deep explanations on how it's
possible for Dr Sternborn's strange giant torpedo to cruise between the planets. This is
Semitjov's strength as an adventure author, he never stops the story for quasi-science
babble but lets the story run in new fresh adventures. Another advantage of this

_ladventure-spinner is his total lack of the usual, banal love story. Everything here is

adventure and excitement. ... You can experience how it feels to get lost on the Moon
with 24h of air left in your breathing apparatus, you go through a violent wild fire on Venus
- where the grass is light blue - a rather unpleasant place BTW, where you always run the
risk of encountering relatives to Earth's fortunately extinct dinosaurs, and finally you get
insights into the cultural dusk on Mars, where the proletariat seems to be really at
disadvantage, as the upper class already at birth removes their cognitive abilities. Giving
a wink to older readers, Semitjov BTW also notes how Mars already a long time ago had
a very extreme birth control. As you can see, "430 000
000 km in Space" isn't only full of imaginative, exciting
adventures, it also has much new, valuable information |
for the reader.

ri med grammofonillustrationer
Claes Liviin.

16,16 Bttt bestk pa planeten Venus.
743,000,000 mil i wvarldsrymden™
Vla.dnnu Semitjov.
ungdom av Fritiof Billguist.

A part of this exciting novel was also read in radio, a half hour reading by Fritiof
Billquist, March 5 1937 (right).
It is worth noting is that while he learned Swedish for everyday use, he never felt

comfortable writing it, so he wrote everything in Russian and had to split the
money with a translator. Still, he apparently managed to make a living. What |

15,45 P4 audiens hos en jazzkung. Kase-

Upplisning Ior

'1(5 Ab Sang till luta av Vilhelm Julinder.


https://sv.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vladimir_Semitjov
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WLADIMIR
SEMITJOV

illmegnaden [ (. Haiam led a7 splesh.
T bempest var det suihErdligh. Om sdps
dagar miste han MATla en stor Pestndddag.
Hamé vinoer ook bekists yrinds bestimt
pl aft £ fem bess Cyrilcdrsdag och som
han ogima gk pl resinnrang fredrog
ban art kA tilscilsiagen | ositt wegkarls
e, Figberedelsemnn hade redan barjst,

Diar hias tel framfr festret | sovmme
met kiade ban sig wnderligt overklfg, et
som exlenerade Tar bame namn, haas fabei-
kér, BEES pemgar — men mEaaiskas W, &
Maram, vem brydds sip om den® Ock nir
bins sd kalfads vEmmer nu vor lrdge atl
tetygn sin ghidle Hrer aid baa wihindal
frra decepnier § denma Jimsesdales, B
rotde det fote ph wiz de veco firtjests 4
bana persom, Hel, dn belfinde bsoom av
andra sreslkec: 49 mmiBe Yiarde pl henom
mm  doktip affErmia, 4e spelelerads |
hara aktier och wille giirsa ha iips av
beanm.

Faderz Wit o8 slfEad: mis, Mslan
haz lerde, predikads han fif sis son Halos
vikirn wr systroalishe athete. Man skeils
piitta mig ettt mil e ol sedan siriva ait
nl det, Tack dag, virfs Eisme Yare miaut.
Fet var den mikrists vagen Sl Prangiag.
pada gubben. Men [bland. sdr ban var 78
pect homir, brukide dem gamle dra nvemd.
manda hisinrier om sine uppdevelser smm
gremp pl B0islel. B8 hig hede ham hafy
religt | vina dar, medss Bafus diremot frin
Firsta sforden kosfrenterans med Hvets all-
war, Vad kade fldlen BlivicY Han bada
inte baft BHd Eif v Han hide Inte o
it 16 kiona en Gvinea, som Ban komsat
ghim fill sin hostru, Han misstrodde alla
minodskor, ban [selerade siz frin viriden
Pt war ssm e WA omkring boaom, ok
det var his &ilv som rest den meres. Dt
var han medvelen om.

Han eryciee pl en knapp. drren fop-
padis, mkn han vimde slg dnie om.

— Jag ghr o< [Rgger mig tiligt | kvsll
och ¥l imte Wi stEnd, ssde haa

== All wghi. slr,

Drren siisedes. Maram Brssnade
alegen, s vldgasds slg NEroally ver
tyaf giek bap pd th In | badmmmed och
Sppeade firiktigt et skip, or vilkes haa
plockads fram diverse ksostilles persedlar,
pom man miEl &y a1l vEnist = 4 =i mil
jeakrabem } ¢a smuislg overall, ¢n reck med
fravign drmlinsisgar ook fickar B Tp0-
sngrm, ra [lla medfaren sporimdesa och
sit par seedplngan Rimger, Dema shmd
|ffrds kan sz sedia ban st Jorres of
Hll karridacen.

Dwt wiirsin kaplclst var aki kemma ul
obemicke, mem | shiydid av mbrkres fog baa
sy HE prmcm elU GRaster. som veito At par-
Yra, ech WlEmrade Drer merea pd etk stille,
diir Belyssiagen vir §VAE.

Tte gl Erocivaren drog ban e licmadess
wich, Hans raks, spicssips gestadt liksien
Firvandlades. M=i BRnderma | brrfickema
ach miaskirses paldragen frer bgenen mn
lade Ban den wlgot koifge  Flog sem
Riinpriecknar prnderans folk. Han kiods
sig Enlligen 2l XNu var ban mianisks, ook
ingen mar skilde bonern Hogw frine den
avrign misskligheten. Han farsied, aft em
an farrErvade en vin | den kostym han
= bir, ok mkile det liggn ocpernyisa | dem
viaskagen, Kuofus Haram fanos iute ling
gl aankl Es sem et begrepp, som baved-
smkBigen macileararat akg 1 sdpra JEr- ook
etlbrerk. Msa dda malerblla dedom av
Tofus Haram gk | dennn babit uwder
nampet Jaheay Blest, prrmabpent afbsishs,

Kiscknn Tur brer elva. Johany Hleaa
tag #n busr, mom gick ot i@l es wv TreiE-
dersn, Vid en v Bdllplats Boppade bas

av och begar sl &l en kElasdokal +id en
bakgata § plirkeden. Hir var em brokig
wemling v guagwiery noh baoileggers, min
med dunbia ook Huskrgea yries, felk ar
alla midlips -ontiopaliseter siikte sg hic om
niitirnn for akt triffa Bekaatn sch timma
wit glam, mijligen #r pit diskoiers hembg-
Ietxfuila adfirer,

Hir fick mon varn | fredl Inpes beginds
nit #h == eos prisfhetyr, Flog maa sip §
eleng med sbgom av de andre gisterns
Iokelen, Bebivde man inte pressplem. e
Dot pick Bim brm att mesomera Kndil

I =it hirn smit e2k par kvizaor vid il
litet boand, Dvm ens mevie ey och glck emot
Jehney Blunk

— Var har do biflit bos hele weckand
FKora trdde dom kads borae dn dip

Han' pradiisds kand lider med ea kf-
tisk hlick

— Orh Inta kar d= riggas upp dig hal-
fer. T bar dn wil ksvan du vaon aist §
bekdll di. Bka du inke bfuds Dally ech
mig pl «it gl vin? Mem hir §r Nom...

= Vid richlar du sm. val¥ obeast en
litrn pigr blardiz, som under Eden koins
it [n | lokalin. Thiper kde Johoeis ficg
it dig &l ks do ldm oot viem § fred.

= Kech, briks Este me side Bloht feed
it pedmedipt besde. "Oich ok wlage de [rra
wig ped vid bordet och bestillde bn defcks
¥mrar.

Nom laiide #ig met Blest och viskids
i Bwesr Grws

== Reger Fry lar frigwi ofeer dig. Han
ikolls viast kosmia Biv | Kvilll oth & &
du var kdr

Dt var livlig oenaitreieg Mand publikes )
somlipn pisgs, men ded ke stindigy nya,
el perlet el plmmer seep bSgt Grer
totaksmslnen, sem Mg lprade” Hkt o
dimes krisg gEdternn. Tu mer Hiden bel
ie pd smidmmarne, dess glEivipare hlev
FiEmningm,. Xsrm hade placersi sig |
Bluts kui; 45r satt bon sch vageads frem
och tilibakn somw ew Niew basmungs medan
Bom gaolade pd en revyvies, Hom ver sii,
ren B vissie ore det ocksl. Hon var svlir
fingad ; det vismte nistew alla, och dGrfir
fick hoa varn | fred, Dhon hade en vass
rurgn och var oerbGrt singfiedip. Dheo var

Iaee rolipt ait riks ub for heope, ndr hon

war pi mishuomdr, Must cpektss deck b
Tamnle sld ERr hentss Spom. Dt var t7d-
ligt mE Ton hade saknmt henom, tinkis has
med en kiosla av allliredsscilicise,

In 1 lekndew ksm on eii silskap, som
flagide Marms uppnErksssbet.

— DM §r Beger ¥Fry. ssde hen orh s
slg blndare till Wost, Fr sjoiten, =i kan
ser ut. Jug r rigdd fir den dir kazlen, Ta
eeda w ved han il &g, meg Mt honsm
It Inra &g 8 pigra galenskaper.

Hoger Fry. som hade nbpre ar slan kam-
rater § didls, slg wt s en (Ba Atglogen
boemre § aosikisl. Nien rar Elllpletisd,
mmderkiken var ahzormi ohveckiad mes
kroppen war vilvizt ach proparthanerdiz-

MNorm sttt kvar [ Hluopks ked, adr Fri
kom fram ech nickade.

— I, Bdgnt, dst Gr ep mak jar skulls
viifn szacks med dip o Lét jéntan koms
me mad Pcrraten.

D gage in | eif mizdre rum, sm @
pesarverat fir memn pyreads gllaier,

— Hir Er sorm mbar | gicningen,
apde Fry. Vi kom fo brerens om fiem pho-
gemy adt vl skalle gira eit bEitre kap.

— Vad galler det? sadrads Riaae

Fry siekte misien och ealade om att del
2ilde it inbeots. Han hade sect act Blont
alleid bads gair sm slancar. Karlsa war
sdkert Ingem Klpars, tinkts Frr, fast han
Epedeg MY jobba 14 gen band, Hur det

vac fick ben emellerth] eét halfe 16ftn ar

Filunt; om oigt lkrativt ekolls &3
urg kunda has jo sidés pd.

— Teheodl, ma do¥ Ja, jag et foie, dot
ir Inme min beapsd pross

= Jigg Wekre s skulle vark ned higes
ivll. Jininn Eem vars ull sior pyie

Elost rpnkade fgonbeynen,

== Hon gie vill s bon vill | det Paller,
nds Bant lutiest,. His dn Ko, du kiw
pirna himm in vira gasy hie

Kir Mekan avligaat slg Ininds Fry sig
frem Bver Bonler och visknde wlll Fest

== Flaf & bhict bilas om Elamms, st
EungEi,

Diunt ryekie (5 och GRede ber bladel
beingde | Eipdemuin,. Vod no 847 Var has
avskigadT Men sf beblirskads han g, k.
de g pA misss sch ryekees fonders,

= Wit bear Jag der. Dom die beedjaren
ir jo 1 plla mEsalskers mon

w= XA, db kanske du begeiper art &t Ar
felge om miker, s nir Sigl

Elunt feg slg oo hakan Gr s delja «in
leendte,

— HMor har do tdnkt kg dedT fridgads
ha=.

Fry medogiords fir min, plin. - Xir bag
glniaf, nlcksds Diunt sftertinkamt,

— Ar & dnie kemsfipt, aH ingen pessai
A ait pleks beoom femit Deo kupres
Mir jagp gdrea mesd om.

Han tade sviirt bt didje sin fgjuming
dver mit A girm indeotr § vt resi bem.
mm Tyller fxrilo ‘om est par dar, o
AR wikllsr ban flI0 wed #n poer v, Det
fir shm b Gwer bmilrn perssner, medldn.
Iaide dom vhlinformermle F Dt biiwin e
matwrligtvis aft Mo sl ur sig ach
far @it sem ghss. Hon kan slls Pivssser sy
bebive hes tocksa dir. Ion flr fesids
kemma pA o man hewd med kndsneews et
g lar bom bhem nwklime o=h kan
slEngn wi dem till oss, =1 @ka i ang Harn
resten;

BMen Norn vilie fwre varm mesl. Ton vip-
mada bestimt, trots alla Gvestalniapsfarsik,

Blont beundrade beane for denns selad:
nktighet. Men niiv ben fick bem win Dikst
sknlle medveria, gar hon efier,

Hvillen dEkrpd chicadsa Ater  ¥rr ach
T, Upder digess lepp hade Fry lre
kats akaffn +h peggrian plaa brer kiBaren,
dir ksigvelret vaf uipeickst. Han bade
arkel reda pd var nlermledsiegen girk oob
B dein Tungeeade. Hlint kiinds inbe fbeail
defl i dnndl S3EC BB ALt del mdsts fionas
nfpon shirk Band pirssainlen, wm Srsei
Frr md planriininpen. Elpme var ot ofie
Marlizs

— Ablrebdninges  skulls Mo npped
Elippa av, sm bos bamm girck med pd Wit
spela inbjodes, mde Frr. 3lem efiersom
ben inte vill wi ... Jig etvisgar Dngen

Frr skidin alle froberedeleer. Han var
dez vane Jednren, =h Tinnt hade bira ari
i pmet mine Essirukiioner,

®

Diei var naid, Klooken vas ett, nir Blud
mrg ln pl WElleren, dsir de maodem pedan
Tiathde bibsi,

— D Hr indn Fry erh

— Hkz vi¥ frigada Hlunk,

= Tacke fasen for det. Mo phghr vl
paledet o Bl ok Epen nn fdrestills
#lg itk nkgea vlgas hrata sg i dib

BEa I winlads dem | hEraet, Dom firde
dem ph en kvart till ez i | nizhaben we
Herarea mapzHiks privatbas. Chaxffines,
en gimnal medbjilpem #l Fry, fick order
af sigrza en ainnd och sefan liapamd
kirs upp pl dem gadn, A2 vilkeen parkmoren
wette. Dir komde bam vEsia A niget
Limphigt whille § sy 1

Flowt kfipde Yere birmes - Bremrde wpp

och per i -borss, nir han krip efter Fry
urer grismattes | dluggis &Y Eufei, Py
dike =er geeom eB illarbecks, sem sted
olist ffier hans besSk eff par Eimmer Gdi-
gare phk kvilles, @i han gjort en liem m-
ksgnomorizg. Tank filjde henom 1 hElamne
Mata skulle liggn dirupge och possa, =i
Isgen kom och Heremubnds deme

Fry hide sttt pl en d4rt, som var Wil
Dem ledde in till det kiillarrem, dis kasii-
valvet fansa. Fick han apgp den dirres, s
signalapparaica | funkilon eppe | vinlnpes,
e wisse Mloet,

Derrem giok e9h, mes ingel alifa bac-
dis. Hlunt svalde an +d Fry rsase ih
i der Ffere rommer med lelfaresan fram:
e s

TJast pon ban sted | begrepp abt MErjn
bearbeta, knsmyvalvels dioe Mindes en
vimsling milivin, Det var Heem.o,

— Fort ., dot kbommer folk]

— Hulan] brommade Frr ook [Gmnsds
dat plbiirjude arheiol.  Vig mam &8 api
Klinpls ban =i w59 | killariuckan. Bluoot
after. Fry salle | ¥ wiol moren § full fart.
Wlhunt 1inkis gira detsmmome. men hindm-
des my et vil appliceras krokien, Han Gall
Eapdbist 1] marken ook elog huswder |
mhpnt bkrt, sl att han nEstes svimmade ar,
Nigra sskasder dirafber Iyfrea han upp av
m2urkn mrmaf, som clarobErigt yredo hans
egna oppdl och bakhre Blas viads pd b
widat nch orskildn bekinta dmes det vap
ra v bane egna betdanier. Hknlk ban
Eirnikn sig pd ca Mrklaring Gir st B Bela
snken nediymind¥ Mew | detsimms fTqenad
han mit dal var Baoitse, ey oft stroke bake
o biarde han en hasyiist, s Hllbirds bans
BavEibalane |

== Har ir flchan. Feope fck vl mg L
Men dem iweidpe, has smet ban DM hade
viasl &0 D6l eom vAwiRd: @isefie. Poliern
lir hir afir som belit. Snygzr fidjs, va

En halviimmes sare st Jehnny FElest
i siikert Gievar takom [hs och galler

Ea vecka gick Nora frigers | beist gl
levls = Bow glomde gillands, wik ben av
nfikenlot abL f1 &8 de tleginin tsalebidrnn
- 5lEn bl tapit sig In § parkes, oeh nis
polisen alippin keane, var der | den beme
lign svelkivs aif pemom ari shugga beans
ik fwit ph e som lychades smita.

Pl bersen uppstod panik mied saledning
avy Bufus Harsms fomvionisde. Dst wvap
det mest phifalls man bt om ol Linge,
fifsrerma Bads st homesm Belr edf, ech
[agenting ovanligt bade miirkes pd Bonom,
Wi Hpmn hade gt bansm s glaslin?
Himggvivgen av fllckan ledde o] 10 reauliac.
Mijligen frhdll dot sig vockligen sam bos
e, nrt Bom allish vac nskyldz, Tho mm
mafl § pret fek man fnte 4t anl or,

[k kom polischeden pl en Iyzande &
Warfdr inte slippa karks scked, tmen hilla
zogn meds ph wari bia top vigen, DL

eift Eupde maa kamske I upp ottt egldr
elfeer den firsrones: sthlEmgmeten,

Esn deg Gremraskrdes Mot ov it bose
siapeln Gppnade dhrren ooh med en bug:
sksg. som skolla veskn Iroaick, antpdde are
kan kumle passera,

== Vi har [aga bevie mot er. N9 fir gi,
sode pulisehelea ok glonde masd homdet
¢ pamt At ulglages,

Mook avlipsmadn sl med kindvenn § by
fiekorea, Fan tredde e det yar mnt Dn
mxin Saparns Beds bem grebblat B b
it for att komma pd ew wivig a4t cymmi.
Endast | yriervta nixfall Gmnede kan av
skija vem han var, Ia r hFirieglad bree
abt ban sloppit dat. Nu kunds ban gl ke
ach kIK sm slp Fen fick forkiera saken
med att ban mbst e bors. Eht angeliges
legam Ende kammlt... Men fono var
det ljusas g, och |nnam &t hlew mieke
tordea han Enie glra off Gk 8N il
. Hilist war det mellon the ool etvay dk
phad ipsipee clll soveimmet fippet Be vids
rag X4, han fick gl BEr och larva nsme
kring, [l Cidea war inoe,

Wir rarieas shugga beett slp Sver pam
ken  kring atilmigzalen Tefus Mamms
pald, eyoics en Eedivid | fEnd med att
klirima Sver mucen, Dot var en mam, ool
Ian mnég miz kastigt dver griemeican frem
Ul leissk, dide baz raskt Kittmds upplic
slmpriree och lychades 1 oslg In peoom
wbt Sppel fpeiee,

Han hsds  ksapd  fesvunnll,  Toodin
fiveran massiva gesialter deke npp, Den sng
lmcerade wilnafie finstret, wilkeg den
myetiske irdividen fiir Svrigt stiinge andent-
Bigt- &Mer sig: den andm skindide qung
ansel (Il lavoedenirfn, dir kb - Bmsem
rinple ook boliade &1 par minoles, lapes
han fick Er | plgon diiome

Tlesfinten, som Spppads poren, siad wh
mApaile efier den proviemmeds gures, som
=l bryskt skinrit benom &t sidan ok eringt
in [ vestibabon. Sfem ol Blev At liv § Lomom,

— Vad il ui? Vad lir det felga om¥
Vem siker mbd

— T , . & Dl Gr - iobeott hicl En tjur
en irappm upp... 3

Hovmistares  flllkalades. nely  pillsam-
mpes shige df e BineE phogee eskor
spplir trappan,

— Ean krfp In pekom rit dinsber, soin
wind Gpped, Villet rom ledde des {HF

— It mlista wnrg mic Haraiod S5,
Han ic inte hemme, ssm rd kesshe ver,
fen hars arder |nder v, och sovTuRmel
whdras vark Evill,

Mol dporem pl skal| sianpads triom seag-
far dirres 1 soveummet,  VovmEstang
tag | Teedit «oh appeade forsikilgn. Twn
var alist. Eommest Mg | mirker, man | ded
angrinsinds badrimmer rete det, och d8r
plnskode nldgom | karet sk det sied B

Bgw nill

Hovmistaren gtk Ffram  pd  akilvapnds
Enme.

=— Ah. mr Haram, jig ber tusen glaper
;:-h ursikr, men  jeg vieste  verklipen
i ...

— Wor all del, Janea. Gn mig Ylis ie
ach rostat betd fir ol snkil Jag Er bungris
o TR

Deiekiiven 345 Gl som en Idlac.

— Ve ©af bl masl &6, Jones? BAndew
Harema riiwi,

— Dat §r en.,, kn._,. dsektiv, som
dreslds  AEL Bdgon Badn  bretic sfg in L
vinlagen. siE

— Wad siger 7 Dt var reskipt! Letn
Igerats breses di, f6r peds gkl

Dt gforde man, medes  pollmagoiten
Rufes Haram gick smbring | prismis och
faimsade wm en fuvpo)ke, som Dcksts med
sit riktipt mdgt mackuniyg,

— Ativizm, thakte Ban, Jag brile mog
P parpa. som han var @& ban ver ung

—



Gosta Ekman

1935 he took part in honouring Sweden's at the time most famous actor, ﬁi?‘ mattaga
Gosta Ekman, after a performance at the Vasa Theatre, and it appears in the t{lﬂk‘ ﬂd?‘ESS s

hadn't realised is that he became a minor celebrity in his new homeland. In

papers as in Svenska Dagbladet, March 3 1935:

Goésta Ekman Receives a Thank You Oration

Grand Celebrations at Saturday's Fejda performance ...

Author Vladimir Semitjov steps forth and according to Russian customs delivers an
artistic oration with thanks from friends and admirers of Gésta Ekman's art. A lady

den

There's also a picture to this on page one, and I'll translate the caption: cre bifallet st Mo vet ef tit mun

slnll visa sin lucksamber starkb nom
Max lnnsen viskae fill sich sillakagp,

Gosta Ekman was on Saturday evening's performance of Fedja object of grand atk fivastilliingen wur oo gy de dingpn-

. .. . . R . ? sLe, hig Tevnl,  Pablikon vill oj mii.
celebrations. An artistic oration with thanks from friends and admirers of his art was &.ie &oome s, Zﬁ‘sﬁi att Efu;:ft
delivered, to ovations from the audience. The text is in an article in the paper. el e i simingen. Och det kemnier,

.. Yy . . . Tfler  alla invopninezae. atie 0 sist
Above we see Vladimir Semitjov hand it over to Gésta Ekman-Fedja. Ghsts Blman-Fedjn chsein i scenei.

Marfattaren  Viedimiv Semitjos tridor

It seems Vladimir (to the right) was a good friend of Gosta Ekman, who was [fam ael el il ek ol

en konstnirliz ndrese med fack  Trdn

a superstar at the time. That's something! This grand man unfortunately nm e o Lt ﬁlsﬂaiifm}?:é
died AFAIK during a surglcal operatlon (I dont know what |IIness he had), i Staekholm dverlimnar blommor. Sli-
February 6 1939. There were death
notices already the next day in eg

Svenska Dagbladet (February 7,

excerpts):

Author Vladimir
Semitjov died
Monday at Maria
hospital in
Stockholm,
almost 57 years
old. He was an
engineer by
trade but later
went to the
press. Until the

GCOSTA EKMAN blev vid lordagskuillens forestdllning av Fedja pd Vasateatern firemdl for en stor- BO/SheYIk

slagen hyllning. En konsindgrlig adress med tack frdn vdnner och beundrare av hans konsi “oolinnadesrevolution he

under publikens ovationer. Adressens lext dlerfinnes  artikel inuli lidningen. Hé: ovan ses forfaltaren WOfked as

Viadimir Semiljov overlimna adressen till Gosta Ekman-Fed a. journalist in then

Petrograd. For a time he edited a newspaper in Kaukasus, but after the advance of the
Reds he had to flee from there. As many other Russian emigrants Semitjov and his
family went west from Constantinopel in 1919. In Deutschgabel in Bohemia he found
temporary sanctuary and work. American YMCA hired him for their relief work during
the difficult post-war years. 1923 he moved with wife and children to Stockholm where
he managed to be hired as a stage worker at Rasunda filmtown, where he met Mauritz
Stiller who encouraged him to begin writing. He wrote a short story, ""One against
Three" which was published in a weeklie. ... he wrote fantastic stories in the Jules
Verne style and at the time of his death he had a half-finished novel, "I Knock on the
Door to Sweden". All who came in contact with him liked this big Russian who was so
proud of his acquired Swedish citizenship, He was a magnificent socialite, talented and
entertaining, but also a good human being, whose faithful handshake and bright eyes
you won't forget.

There's a similar death notice in Dagens Nyheter the same day, where we also
learn that his mother in Petrograd was Swedish, born Liljewall, which might
have helped him getting a Swedish citizenship. | won't reproduce DN's obituary
but I'll quote the end:

. . . It fir ph Vesan.  Fallsatt.  Lie-
from the Russian colony in Stockholm delivers flowers. dugakvill,  Publiken sitter gripen ey

Storslagen hyllning
vid lordagens
Fedjaforestdllning.

starka slntaceten i FI:.-I;]Jﬂ 23 hry-.

Flrfattaren Viadimir Aemitiny aiied
pA midndagan pd Maris njukhom | B1oak+
talm, nigra 7 AT wammal Tam ¥ar
T#ma 11T birtden och utblidadsa tiret
tl] Inpenllr, men Svergioh sapare Hil
preagen, T bolgjeviErevslutinnens
uEhroit Ferhade ban =0m jonrmediel |
dhvarands Pereograd  Upder en dd
redigerade han 2edan ¢n tdning | Kau-
Lasip. mMEn Oiksre s ld e rislnn fraes-
rrauganda [1y oenkah Jircrhn.  Liksom
BA mEnER andre rvakn smigraiiar siar-
mds Familiey med s fasmld)] sdislariat
frhn Kooplamilaopal 1219 I Deytnehes
gabel | Bbhmen fahit hen on HNTHILE
frinthd och el arlate, Amrcelksnsks
K F U M iog whi@lgen hikr heos
krofier | mbeprdh FAr pler hjdlparpeis
under de svfirhste sfierkrigafires

Kr ¥191% [Myteads ham mmd huntry
och harm tEl Risskhoim Hhr 1yekn-
dan han PBret M grovarbets | Hisonde
filmnatad och (&8¢ (riffade han o8 dag
Mpurite S1llor, sum wRpmURiTRdS EO-
nom st biria skriva, Tian firfattade
e norell, "En omol 1m’, Tilken piublls
carrdes | an reekotidnlsg Framghn-
zen lockade hannm ail Forisirla Han
skrev pd mwka orh dcknde de BELE-
ratomd hontmeoen med mn dverslictiare
sfpdan tragg hovam B &n vildig pro-
dukti|ritat, man Ban IveHad+s pa BLCL
arbele ieke endost HlmmBriz sln famil)
uilnn Even aftt g slga baro ed godd drn-
bildaing. Ha skrey pckeh remansr,
vilka dsalvis hapidlade oo haps SELE
Bdeh, han ULaThaisde oo rysl gramme-
ik, wigay flers bicker med siier ooh
phllsigpprapel, FBrfstdacla  Caplastipis
blglamer [ Jules Verne-stil ach hedm
vid min ABd (LIl BANien Fhrdig en ro=
mah: "Jug klappar pl BAveriges dfrr'’

ANk, som kamms | herdrlsg mad
henam, hblle nr dehte RIGFYEXTA CYER,
et var mh siolt Bver slie 14 pied fiér-
vEprade arenska medborgarakap. Ham
var en miomordentlg skliekapimEnal-
aka. talnogiull och snderhidllands, men
ackerfl an gad mAnnisks, rilcpna Eofan-
2 Remdelng ach 1jusn blick man went
kamrmer att glimma,




The many of us here who came to know Vladimir Semitjov personally have only one opinion: he was a man of
rare noble, good-hearted character, who with admirable courage under hard circumstances took up the
struggle for his family's existence and did his duty. His being was in good or bad times heart-warming and
open, with a modest philosophy of life and a great ability to make and keep friends, who long will respect and
care for the memory of "Volodja". . .
. — Stofiet ofter forfattaven Viadi-
mir Bamitjey vigdes pi sfindagen i
Lidingd kyria til]l den sistn vilam
Kytkan, aom var vackert dekarernd, war

futlaatt tiil efsta plats. Odfflcdamt var dr
Alezander de Bonbetr, som forpitinds jrerd-

These are words that really touches you! Vladimir Semitjov must have been a
very special man. The half-finished book mentioned before, could have been

the basis for the later family biography Viktor Somov's Diary, based on notes
by Vladimir and in 1985 edited, translated and published by his sons Eugen
and Volodja ("Somov" was a pseudonym Vladimir used sometimes). It's a very
fine account of the family's struggle getting away from the Bolsheviks, moving

fAstmingen ofter grekiskekntolsk-pricloz ris
tupl, En  kiir ay landsodn il den dide
affing aflilambiasan och de de Boubetz hisll
ott minneatnl dver den bortghngno, Sedan
han first talnt pd rxskn, slinde o sig diies
eftor Hll Viadimir Bomiliews sveneika viine
nor ovh tockade dem £5re devns handlizngssiite
mot denne, wie han fiest koo till Sverigs

aom flpkting. Bizom det stfir i bilesln: " Tng
vor lungrig och I phven mig atc e, jag
vat tirstlg och I ghren mig att dricks, jag
var hosvill och I gdven mig hiicthErge™, s
he nl, hane svemsion whnner, handlat mot
denne man, sede de de Ronbets, Vid bliren
tnlade redekeir Karl Johan RbdsteHm far
viimnerna, Feln  sconslillskapet  Kattaroa
fromforde feiken Inge Oleson en aista hiils-
ning och Uiste en dike, Efter akten siting
lon gmmmnl ¥ilo till den dilde, frilen Tlsa
ltl,rg]mul en Bling. TN slat bors kisten
ut | procession med den sjungande kGeen |
tHiten orh fhrdes till Lddingh kyrkogiied fbr
ntt graveiittos. I den rike hlomstergiinden,
lernnsacnn nppgingo till etk Slenl, mirkies
en krang fefin Ahlén & Akerlunds forlag,

through Europe and finally coming to Sweden.
As somewhat of a celebrity there was of course also a report from his funeral,
in Svenska Dagbladet, February 13 1939:

The dust of author Viadimir Semitjov was on Sunday committed to the final rest in
Linding6 church. The church in beautiful decorations was full to the last seat. /It was
a Greek-Catholic-Orthodox ceremony./ A choir of compatriots sung and Dr de
Roubetz held a memorial address about the deceased. After first speaking in Russian
he then turned to Vladimir Semitjov's Swedish friends and thanked them for their
actions for him when he first came to Sweden as a refugee. /Then a Bible quote on
this subject./ Editor Karl Johan Radstrém spoke by the coffin. From the stage society
Kottarna miss Inga Olsson gave a last farewell and read a poem. After the act an old friend of the dead, miss
Elsa Berglund, sang. Finally the coffin was carried out in procession together with the choir and brought to
Linding6 cemetery to be buried. The many flower arrangements were around 50, notably a wreath from the
publisher Ahlen & Akerlund.

But we are not finished with the Semitjovs. Far from! Both of Vladimir's sons made their marks in
history. First we have Vlaidimir "Volodja" Semitjov (1912-1985) and | quote . ULLA JACOBS5SON
from http://immigrantinstitutet.se/immi.se/kultur/authors/ryssar/semitjov2.htm meﬁ 5““ QuIsT

ELFSTRTH

"Volodja trained as an engineer and then turned into writing. He was war
correspondent for Dagens Nyheter and followed the collapse of Poland during WWII g
as Hitler invaded, and was a reporter during the Finnish-Russian war on the Karelian #-
peninsula, he was present as Israel was founded and witnessed their first war with .
the Arabs, etc. He also wrote around 40 film manuscripts. In the 1950's he wrote the
manuscript to Swedish film's big international success, Per Olof Ekstrébm's "One
Summer of Happiness".

Based on Ekstrom's novel this film (1951),
https://en. W|k|ped|a orq/W|k|/One Summer of Happiness , made a major

around the block and the beginning of what came to be
“ known as Swedish Sin. It's available on Youtube, with
English subtitles: https://www.youtube.com/watch?

"She Dace
is the Swedish title of the film

v=YJcCLUIr8ec As Ingmar Bergman followed with more
nudity in "Summer with Monika" (1953) even president

manuscripted by Volodja
Semitjov. To the left a scene
from it. Dirty, dirty!

S Eisenhower took notice and warned the world about the

% "sin, nudity, drunkenness and suicides" there on the Scandinavian peninsula...
Ahttp://www.nordstjernan.com/news/sweden/6415/

Language note: Swedish transcription of the Russian Cyrillic alphabet differs from English. Transcription in
English would be something like "Semichev", but | use the Swedish version. Playing with Google Translate |
find "Semi" should mean "family, home" or something similar and "tjov/chev" is probably a grammatical suffix
of some sort. Let me know if you have a better idea of what "Semitjov" means!


http://www.nordstjernan.com/news/sweden/6415/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YJcCLUlr8ec
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YJcCLUlr8ec
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/One_Summer_of_Happiness
http://immigrantinstitutet.se/immi.se/kultur/authors/ryssar/semitjov2.htm

| knew his little brother, Eugen Semitjov (1923-1987), who became a Tennis &r ju en lek, som pi samma

skilled artist, author and space journalist, writing about the coming space i & sport, och Bugen Semitjor,
. . #r, har lyckats finga tennisspelarnas

age long before everyone else, commenting the Apollo landing on TV, and el el b d i s

H H . . . . . . . S8, {EIEL [ ¥ ld,
winning the biggest Swedish journalism award for his reporting. | first met S

v #him in the late 1970's on an sf con and later he was a
columnist for the popular tech/science mag

o our editorial office and sit there in a corner talking /
about space and his life. | also did a long interview with = A0 Guger 7,
'him for my sf newsletter SF-Journalen. "Tennis is a game, at the same
%ﬁé‘ | have enormous amounts of newspaper material with time a sport, and Eugen

* Eugen, so it's difficult to choose and the EAPA OE may Semitjov, 7, has manag(?d to

: d if this issue goes up to 50 pages... But let's start catch the tennis players

9o ma i g .p . P g. . movements really well in his

& from the very beginning, with his very first published painting."

# artwork, from Svenska Dagbladet, May 7 1931 (right) at

_ age 7. Eugen inherited his father's interest in technical stuff and turned to flying

model aeroplanes. The years 1938-39 | find four mentions of his results from

: model aeroplane competitions. An example, from Svenska Dagbladet, November

7 1938:

En oe de wnge pivlivgsdadtagarig sdiider

afuld g arn mes b,
~ One of the young contestants ; = AL FAPES ESRADER SRR g
; IN 1 EYT KAOS AV VILDA GIGANTAR
= OCH HOPPLOST STRIDANDE . %
=

=L On Sunday 45 pupils competed

sl for five hours on
. «wwiLadugérdsgérde in flying
1

Zolt
vz moihe
gienn, s piailonl en o
tre mur j wnr]
b | atiilll wpn eed fem
1 wel Lo §oiden acdm

..furtherest and for longest time

arly sampnnlog

I-_f-_-_Best individual result was
el " 1ireached by Eugen Semitjov,
L e ek i \Vasa Real school, with 139

. Dt hiety indivddoedls mesalintel
¢ Euzen Esmitjew. Vosn rral,
I i inli

o =l seconds

No wonder that Eugen did his f

i military service during WWII -
as a mechanic with the Air 1 &S \“; R
Force on an airbase near Stockholm. While e At \\\\\\\\

doing that he invented and drew the comics A
character "Allan Kampe" (kdmpe = fighter),

which appeared in many newspapers, also N 7
abroad as far away as Argentina. He came to | sramiierm i so

produce it for about 10 years. The hero works for

- 2

r2AG TROR ATT DE DR MO
STREN HAR EN SARBAR

the Brain Trust and together with his friends and N ﬁlggékgj'grﬁiﬁm/;
scientific machines he averts disasters and fights £or - T

for justice. It's a bit like Edmond Hamilton's
Captain Future, who at the time appeared in the
pulp mag Jules Verne Magasinet. Eugen also
made a wonderful little film about how "Allan
Kampe was born", here on Youtube: e syror
https://www.youtube.com/watch? gg’r"'z“”%%“%””‘#@’%"
v=3ZXj10TdgbQ&t=29s ‘

KIBPANDE EFTER LUFT... EN APPARAT
A HANS BROST HAR SPRANGTSS



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ZXj1OTdgbQ&t=29s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ZXj1OTdgbQ&t=29s

Kalle och Lufsen.

Dagens serleteckning hor ritats av’ Engel
Semitiov, Kronobergsgatan 8, Steckhalm,

Det var naket

och soit och blomsterarrangemang i
haret pad bide balelt och parkett pd
Osears i gar, ndr "Vita histen™ ga-
lopperade fram, och pa den publika
gidan av rampen fann man nastan
Jika stora stijrnor som pa den andra.
Faranta Margit Rosengren kinde sig
mera hemma &n de flesta, och nar

Sickan Carlsson 1 helvilt gjorde

tillsammans med dekorative maken
Alte Rapp och blonda fru Malinberyg

i svart och vill hade man svi
halla tillbaka en applad.

Under en jiltekorz av gyllenblon-

da {lator hittade vi grevinnan

Orenstierna o Amare, omgiven av ett
hov av kavaljerer och {illsammans

med  Bugen Semiition  och
Graueob konverserade

Mudeleine Mosse.

Fif)IJ MED THLL ATOMKRAFTVERKET

charmanta

enire

rl alt

Edith

Hans

Eugen would also work for Jules Verne Magasinet, doing
several cover illos for instance. But his venture into comics
began with a small strip about A Boy and His Dog (hear,
Harlan!) from 1943 in Dagens Nyheter, though it didn't catch on
(see right). A distraction was perhaps that he just as his father
knew his way around the theatre stage. From Expressen,
September 18 1948, from the premiere of the musical "White
Horse" at the Oscars theatre:

It was nude and cute and flower arrangements...Under a giant
basket of golden blonde braids we found countess Edith Oxenstierna
d'’Amanta, surrounded by a court of cavaliers, and together with

de meoln,

& ar:.h shmmu till enorma héjder, diir de svivar som plidan-

SOM VI LANGTAT EFTER I VINTER'

o
@-—»_ \&\
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| ot
| Al
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| fi ¥
En stjirnas liv: Frin en gigantisk
| sval | gusmassa komprimeras  den
till en vitglidande sol, for att se-
dun dter svalng medan krgmpnin-
gen fortsitter, Vir egen sol har
passerat loppoirmen — men det ir

Captions: Flaming cascades
spurts from inside the sun to
enormous heights, where
they hover like glowing
clouds. And: Life of a star.
From, a giant cool mass of
gas it compresses to a white
glowing sphere, to later once
more cool down while it
shrinks. Our own sun has
passed peak of warmth - but
it's nothing to worry about.

EM HAR ENTE LANGTAT

EFTER SOLEN 1 VINTER?.

Det har varir morkare och, tycker vi, ka]l,are fin nigot dr. Nu

ware hall?
Ellersmm d-en beﬂmr 150
miljoner kilometer ifrfin oss vi

lov ait malkas den i en

kost fir att kunna erdna en mir-

mare presentation. Vi tinker oss

alltsi  slitande | en rymdraket,

pansead for att motsid den ofant-

I%:a hettan och  firsedd med
wdublla as for att

damp den infensiva strilningen. 0

Vi ligger mirke till att lolms
kontur har en mattare nyans, ga-
re Iysunde &n den inﬂr Elobul.. Dnn
mickare sk.mninm betyder ait so-
lens yilre skikt Hr gasformigt,

mibrka, de med ett rédaktigt
ljus som dr flera hundra ginger star-
leare fin ful men som drunk-
nar fullstind den blindande
golytan. och mérka,
Dessa fllickar har bildats av ofant-

| Dess. massa e

kmmm*r solen frarn sl mn&mngum Vlll ni se den pi miir-

tet och lmslal upp till encrma

hmder diir de avﬁrnr som flamman-

er. Deras
Iorm leder tan n till atommolnen

dver Bikinl,

f 1
S S g .lf.f“’”;‘:ﬁ:: ph
den nm

tioner
har stillt

kom-

Kunde man placera ett fragment

av solatmosfiiren i ett provrir och
analysera den skulle man finna alt
den bestdr av sinderfallande atomer,

E-uilm roterar kring sin axel. ﬂian-
nnmmz ett a4
Sk taie ot o

vrider sig mare §En

lerna
elevat

Eugen Semitjov and Hans

Graucob conversed with
charming Madeleine
Posse.

The newspaper

Expressen also sent
Eugen to England in 1950 to do the
drawings to a report about this new
thing called "television", which hadn't

started in Sweden yet. A full page
‘article came February 1 that year, but

I'll skip it. In a notice in Aftonbladet,
September 25 that year, we read that
"Eugen Semitjov has been appointed
advertising director of Tonefilm, after
Olle Hellbom who now will
concentrate on writing manuscripts"

- so at that time he was into ads, where
| guess he could use his artistic
talents. Hellbom would later be
‘famous for doing beloved film/TV

adaptions of many of Astrid Lindgren's
books.

But he'd soon raise his eyes towards
space. The first of many space
articles, where he'd usually both write

- the text and do the art, could have

been the one in Expressen, April 1
1950, "Come along to the Atomic

- Power Plant Which We Have Longed

for This Winter”, and with that he
means the sun. The sun is a part of

_space, last time | checked...

Who hasn't longed for the sun this
winter? It has been darker, we think, and
colder than any year. Now the sun will
finally emerge. Do you want to see it
close up? Since its 150 million km from
us we must approach it in a fantasy



vehicle to do a closer presentation. So we imagine we are in a space rocket, armoured to withstand the
immense heat and equipped with many layers of protective glass to dampen the intensive radiation. We notice
that the sun's contour is blander, weaker than the inner globe. The darker nuance means the outer layer is a
gas, you could say the sun has an "atmosphere” of glowing gas which becomes thicker going inwards turning
into the more compact sun mass. An area is covered with dark spots - the sunspots. In reality they aren't dark,
they glow with a reddish light many hundred of times stronger than a full moon, but drowns completely by the
gleaming sun surface and thus seem dark. The spots comes from huge cyclones in the sun's atmosphere. It's
vortexes of such a size that they could swallow the Earth up to 20 times. The spots are flaming cascades from
the eternal atomic explosions inside the sun. They penetrate the surface and throw up to enormous heights
where they hover like flaming clouds - protuberances. Their shapes makes thoughts go to atomic clouds over
Bikini. The constant renewal is the key to the riddle of the sun, the answer to the question from many
generations: why don't the sun go out, when will it fade, what will happen then? If the sun had only been a
glowing mass, like a piece of hot iron, it would have gone out within a few thousand years, killed by the cold
universe. But the sun has existed and burned for billions of years, and it will probably burn for that long more.
If you could take a fragment of the sun atmosphere in a test tube to analyse you'd find it consists of atoms that
fall apart. Towards the core the decay increases and the centre consists entirely of shattered atoms,
compressed under the huge pressure of 50 000 000 000 Earth atmospheres, with a temperature of 25 000
000 degrees C. If a pinhead was that hot its radiated heat would burn everything within km. The sun rotates
around its axis, one turn every 26 days. Its mass is so flowing that the poles rotates slower than the equator.

The article continues with talking about the supergiant Antares, colder and so "thin" you could fly
through it as with air (if it was even colder) and Eugen also informs us stars will burn out eventually,
grow redder and colder and finally collapse. But one glitch: he says the sun has atoms "falling apart",
which is only true in the sense at atoms are a plasma where they've lost their electrons - otherwise
the atoms are rather fusing, as we know now! However, the exact workings of its fusion was just
emerging in the 1950's so Eugen may be excused. Things were happening in his personal life...
From a report of a premiere of a show at the Folkan theatre in Afonbladet, Maj 17 1951, we learn
that Eugen has snatched himself a little lady, one Inga Brink. The caption (next page) says: "Ernst
Eklund, Inga Brink and fiance Eugen Semitjov." She looks at him lovingly, doesn't she! And it would
later turn serious, as we see in Expressen's gossip column, August 25

1952, "It is said...": . q) JS -

That the perky little Inga Brink will get married. The second church = ;;t e

announcement for her and editor Eugen Semitjov came yesterday and in the Sl gk B

autumn the wedding bells will ring. Inga will BTW go to Malmé, where she'll play = e )

the female lead in "The Rainbow", which will have Swedish premiere in early Semitjow 3 gar, och pa host-

. . kanten skall bréllopsklockorna ringa.

October. Eugen has this summer written an adventure novel for youngsters, Inga skall for &vrigt till Malmé

" . " . . Stadsteater, dir hofi skall ha den

Four Film Frames" and have just begun with a new book. And more news: the kvinnliga huvudrollen i “Regnba-

. . . . en , som I Sin Svenska urpremiar

couple have acquired a nice studio apartment in Blackeberg. i a}.{f Al Eugeu he:

sommar skrivit en Hventityrsroman

for u;gdozn.i *Fyra fihnrutsor:,o och

. har just bS‘rjat»ﬂrrxed en ny bok; Och

Blackeberg is a Stockholm suburb, maybe 10 km to the west. The Sk s Duhel HIL pAsa D A s
YEg ateljevaning i ackeberg!

Tunnelbana (metro) had just opened in that direction the year before and

modern couples would of course want to be near it. A small notice in Expressen December 30 1952
says they married that day and they plan to honeymoon in France by car. (I know they divorced later
and Eugen re-married. But | don't have details. It wasn't in the newspapers or maybe | didn't look
hard enough.) They married in
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Vinmare

| DET RADER INGEN som = Lkl Bl RN A December, but it~ aB-tecknaren Eugen  Semitiov

h.e!sf "'.rukm oL skt det vaz dmers

~nandet aw ng.r:r. gamlz Folkans
scen i phr vl wlspelade sig
vid @stermalmstorg, Do [ilmis-

ka

Limpad, och folk som midns

. har wvunnit forsta pris i den tidv-
took some time ling som MNationalféreningen for

before their trafiksikerhetens framjande ut-

rovriolle — 5
I:m]f.mn nihE-
: .hgtrr.s undan-
W tRmgo — 1sar
longen dn pi
scenen, di I:]EI-'I:
thalinistiskt his §
storiska hin.
dalse som dnne.
- bar panyetipp.

'honeymoon.
Maybe it was
because Eugen
was busy winning
|a competition.
Aftonbladet June

. dan. Semifjov be-
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Aftonbladet's artist
Eugen Semitjov won first prize in the competition announced by the National Association for Safe Traffic about
eg best drawing for traffic propaganda. Semitjov was awarded for e picture page in Aftonbladet about "The last
miss of life". Today he has begun a car trip south with his wife operetta singer Inga Brink, to try out his own
traffic safety on southern roads.

# A real boost for his space stuff was the series of articles announced
November 18 1953 in Aftonbladet, "Science defeats space":

Adventure writers no longer have exclusive rights to rocket flight through space.
Science has entered the field and rushes on fast. Aftonbladet lets artist Eugen
o § Semitjov explore the latest science, It will be presented in a series of fascinated
B picture pages. The first is published today.

8 | think Eugen by this time had left the advertising agency and he was now
i free-lancing, mostly for Aftonbladet. But | know he would also take up the
i weekly family magazines, where he could get more space for texts and
also get his artwork published in colour. The Aftonbladet series here

i mentioned included eg;

18 November: "We arm ourselves for space”, on high altitude jets and flying in
@ a parable to get weightlessness.
25 November: "Space not for women"Monotonous life in space too
demanding”, it would take at least 63 days to Mars for instance (it takes longer,
“:?e o ﬁ X Ybut here he counts on reaching a higher speed).
NJ =i, 12 December: "To find your way among the stars", you must navigate in three
shapen besegrar rymden. ‘werdimensions, and in the US they are building a mechanical space navigation
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got another article series, starting January 21 1954 under the title "Around
space". This time he would take us to the planets and other bodies in our solar system. I'm not
reproducing all of this, since it would take a heavy toll on the file size of this PDF. And in fact, Eugen
was now hot as a supernova when it comes to space material! | find about 50 articles by him from the
1950's alone, and | might not have found everything - and besides, he had just as much or maybe
more in the weeklies! And his output continued in the 1960's when the space race became real.
Beside this he wrote a lot of books. Swedish Wikipedia https://sv.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eugen_Semitjov
counts to:

8 fiction books/novels, mostly for a young adult audience

2 comics album, Allan Kdmpe of course!

9 non-fiction books, mostly space, science and "fantastic" things

2 biographies, one about his father and family, one his own illustrated sort of autobio, title "The Space Artist"


https://sv.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eugen_Semitjov

And to this hundreds of articles covering the space age, probably before any other Swedish reporter.
And his excellent drawings and paintings must amount to thousands. | own one Eugen Semitjov
original. | don't now if his status is such that it's worth silly amounts of money - but it should, if it was
up to me! Now let's have a look at a classic (next page) his page one to Aftonbladet October 5 1957,
after the news of Sputink, headline:

"THE RUSSO MOON CAN BE SEEN HERE Around the world in 95 minutes - USA congratulations
- YOU HAVE A CHANCE TO SEE THE ARTIFICIAL MOON". The short news text on page 1 isn't by
Eugen, because he was busy fixing the rather accurate artwork. He once told me how it went...

Sputnik was of course a total surprise (even if the Soviets actually had announced they intended to
launch a satellite, | guess most didn't believe them) and the news came just before the newspaper's
deadline. The editors of course called Eugen and asked for A Fast One to illustrate the front page.
Eugen set to work with an incredible speed. He knew the approximate orbit and it's impressive how
he made Sputnik a silver ball. The only thing he got slightly wrong was that the antennas should be
swept back, but all in all it's an amazingly good Fast One! The newspaper sent a messenger to pick
up the drawing, a boy who sat there and became more and more nervous. Finally Eugen just needed
to include the moon, but since it was near a Douglas Adams Deadline (you know the sound of such
swishing by) he took out an astronomy book, cut out a moon picture there and glued it on. Finished!
The news text reads:

The artificial moon the Russians surprised the world with by launching it yesterday, can with great probability
be seen in Sweden tonight in clear weather. It is 900 km up and orbits the Earth in 1Th35m. The orbit goes with
a little deviation over the poles. The Russomoon is a metal globe full of instruments weighing 83.6 kg, having
a diameter of 58 cm, ie somewhat bigger than the moon the Americans have presented. The Russomoon
transmits radio signals on 156 and 7.3 m wavelength. The signals have been received by British radio amateurs
who describes the sound this way: it sounds like a cricket but a bit coarser. Swedish short wave listeners have
also heard similar signals. The satellite was launched with a multi-stage rocket - as fuel is consumed, rockets
fall off. Final speed was 29 000 km/h. American scientists have congratulated their defeaters, who won the
space race with about a month. Caption: The satellite orbit is about 35 degrees off the equator. This means it
will go over every part of Earth between 25 degrees north and 65 degrees South - in Sweden it will be visible
up towards Skelleftea. This drawing is by AB artist Eugen Semitjov.

(I'm sorry if you find the Swedish text hard to read. It's not ideal to reduce tabloid format to A4!)

That Eugen could get so much right - eg the orbit he draws crosses Skelleftea! - must partly be
because he was one of few science journalists in the west who could talk to the Russians in their own
language. I'm not sure how strong his Russian was. Eugen was born in Sweden in a Russian
household. But obviously his Russian must have been good enough. He told me how fascinated he
was sitting in the Moscow metro and suddenly realise ha understood what people around him said!

Eugen, nicknamed "Genie", was a great guy of many talents. He supported us when we in the
1980's founded the Swedish Space Movement group (which later fell apart in a mess too intricate to
go into here) and was made honorary member, of course. | wish he was alive today, because he'd be
excited about all the buzz around the space activities going on now: finding new planets with super
telescopes, probing Mars for life, aiming for the Moon and soon Mars, the reusable, giant rockets
from Space X, space plane tourism, and much more.

Time to wrap things up - with myself. What has been designated as the "official national" Swedish sf
convention is called Swecon, running in that capacity for a couple of decades. But the first of our
cons to be called Swecon was actually in 1982, though we then didn't call it the "official national" con
(there were also Swecons in 1983 and 1985). There's been sf cons almost every year here since
1956, and the system used to be that anyone who felt like doing an sf convention...just did it. Many
years have had 2-3 cons. 1980 was a record year with six Swedish sf cons, most of them small, 50-
100 attenting or so, big cons would have 150-250 (the record is Eurocon 2011 with 750...).

Anyway, | have often been the press agent for cons, since | think | know a bit how media works. It
wasn't intentional, but as | mailed out a press release about Swecon 82 morning paper Dagens



Nyheter's Stockholm supplement Pa Stan wanted to make an article interviewing me. It could have
been because the reporter was Swedish fandom's Secret Contact on that paper, Martin Stugart, but
he should know better than misspelling my name! I'll give you some excerpts of the article, published
November 20 1982, also featuring Sverifandom's Grand Old Man Lars-Olov Strandberg (Fan-GoH of
the 2005 Worldcon, if you remember!) Headline "Science fiction and fanzines on SWECON 82",
captions "AE Stockholm's biggest sf fan. He has painted the walls himself, a glittering starry sky."




And: "Lars-Olov Strandberg,
‘fandom'’s granddad in
‘Sweden."

:One of Swedens more
nknown popular movements,
‘fandom, has a convention in
‘town this weekend. Sf fans
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W/nstitute for three days of
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books per months so your knowledge of English grows hugely. And you get a lot of new friends, fun and
interesting people who makes your life richer. AE has been active for about six years - longer than that is rare
that interests for the demanding fandom lasts. ... An exception is Lars-Olov Strandberg, arch-fan with 25 years
of experience. He is as usual one of the organisers.

"That I've been around so long is partly due to the cool and fascinating literature. But even more the feeling
of being at home, a feeling growing stronger over the years. In the beginning it was an odd activity: people
didn't take sf seriously. So we went somewhat underground and had it nice and cosy together.

It took until the 1970s for sf to be accepted as a literary art form, perhaps after the successful moon landing
in 1969 and film successes like 2001 and later Star Wars.

"That was noticeable in fandom too. More came to our conventions, with the top in 1976. Since interest has
gone down again, for whatever reason ... Without an inner core fandom wouldn't survive. And it's strange,
wherever you come in the world home to fans, you see the same colourful paperbacks in the shelves and you
recognise the jargon."

Lars-Olov - another great guy, much missed! - had then been a fan for about 26 years, counting
from his first con. | felt at the time he had been a fan forever, since Hugo Gernsback lay in the cradle
or something. But | realise now to my shock that | have now been in fandom 18 years longer than he
had at that time! | suddenly feel so old and worn out... What a sad world! Paper fanzines are gone
with all the mimeographs, on cons you see droves of clueless neo-fringefans who call our holy stuff
"sci-fi" and dress in silly costumes, sf magazines just fold, few know about Walt Willis, and on top of



all a bloody virus from outer space to make everything apocalyptically topsy turvy. And you have now
been in this for the better part of five decades! Nextish will be #100 - how come? Roscoe, help us...

M--I-ng Co--en-s
Henry Grynnsten: | read through it all, and though I'm not sure | understood everything, | land on
that your piece can be summarised: "God exists, as he is a meme and memes exist." OK...or? It
seems like a statement that is void of contents. It's like saying Mickey Mouse exists because he is in
drawings and animations in comic books and cartoon films, and those exist. OK, those drawings exist
- but it's clear that Mickey Mouse does not exist the form of a little mouse that wears costumes and
can speak! God and Mickey Mouse are just ideas (a meme is just an idea that spreads) and the
question then becomes: Does ideas exist?

Yes. And No. You can't touch an idea (or a meme), observe it in a microscope, put it in a test tube
to analyse. But on the other hand, ideas do seem to have some kind of existence. We can define an
idea and describe it. You can even get legal possession (of a kind, limited in time and in other ways)
of ideas through copyright and patents. An idea can have effects. The idea of communism had for
instance 100+ million killed as an effect. But we come back to one of the most fundamental
hypotheses in philosophy, thousands of years old: Plato and his thoughts about the "world of ideas",
which he thought was even more real than the physical world. Wild Ideas' piece "The God of Memes"
to me just seems to follow Plato, and whether his idea is substantial or not is even to this day
inconclusive.

A couple of other things. | quote "you can not understand God literally". But the thing is that many -
even most - who are religious do take the idea of God literally! So that must be the basis in a
discussion about religion. Interesting idea, this: "Psilocybe cubensis, which was picked and eaten by
our ancestors. Now this mushroom has hallucinogenic properties, and according to the theory
affected the brains in a way that eventually gave rise to language and culture." One can very well
imagine that a substance that kicks the brain around could have played a role in causing the sort of
quantum leap that language is. (But there are more theories of the origin of language, eg
the Bow-wow, the Pooh-pooh, the Ding-dong, the Yo-he-ho and the Ta-ta theories...
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Origin_of language .)

William McCabe: You sound like defending Mr Floyd being crushed to death, which doesn't go
down well with me. The autopsies said nothing about drugs being in his system to the amount
influencing the outcome. The thing with counting "excessive deaths" is that those numbers are really
quite stable every year, unless there are external factors in play. And then we know that those factors
are the cause. | agree that a number of corona deaths are probably not caused by the virus, its
fatalities with corona, not by corona, and the difference is something excessive death figures can
catch (see my earlier comment on this). Since numbers are quite similar every year, deaths with X
but not from X will be known. BTW, | sometimes write near the limits of my own understanding...

Garth Spencer: I've been checking the URL you gave, but no Confabulation there yet. BTW, | have
summarised my fandom history research. (I sent you a copy of Fandboken, though it's in Swedish...)

R Greame Cameron: Unfortunately | don't like Zoom meetings or any other such thing where you
are supposed to sit in front of a webcam in real time. | like on-line activities to be things | can do in my
own speed, at my own time. | wouldn't mind, however, to be a passive onlooker, to watch something
but without having to show my own ugly face. | have often suggested that sf cons should broadcast
eg panels and lectures over the net! Nice that you have cons about writing sf! There are no such
ones here, though I'd love to attend one. | too had contacts with the guys from Chernobylisation,
Alexander and Boris. | met Alexander on last year's Irish Worldcon BTW. Yeah, the corona thing
hasn't been handled particularly well south of the border. Mr Trump hasn't exactly helped... But | do
stand behind the Swedish strategy, with its average results (which are good, without lockdown!) and it
will possibly/probably pay off well in the longer run. BTW, here's a recent interview with Dr Anders
Tegnell, our chief epidemiologist, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xh9wso6bEAc
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